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November 19. 19*3 4»M p. m. (I) 
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evaluate this report. & la net going to bo Ilka the Nuremberg trial 

...or the railroad etrika or anything Uka that, .bed thia la. .now Edgar Hoover 
thinks bo’ll bo ready tomorrow . . or maybe Monday. We think we ought to 
announce thia t h i n g aa quickly aa we can becauae Rusk ia rather concerned 
about it and. . / 

You mean. . announce the. . . * 

The commission. . aay they are going to evaluate the report. 

1 rent you down. . .You haven’t got U yet. .a complete memorandum on 
the Pearl Harbor. . ao you’d have it. .you knew on the Executive Order and 
the other thing* that happened. Z Just cent it down in case you’d want to have 
aa a aort of guidanca background. 

Now hare ia who I would think . . who we .ought to make pretty good 

one. .1 want to tell it to you and I don’t want you to repeat to a human being 
cause I haven't talked to eny of them. I ‘re talked to Rnaaell. I’ve talked to 
Dick Rnaaell. Cot to have eome outstanding atataa rights man and Eastland 
was kind of the head of the reaolutiom investigating it over the ra. .better get 
him to call aff his investigation. I thought we'd taka the Chief Justice and Johr 
Me Cloy and Allen Dulles. Richard Russell. Sen. Cooper and considering 
Rapresentetlre Boggs who had been talking about this stuff all the time. . 

What Boggs ? 

Hale Boggs, .and Coagreaeznan Ford. 

Kmrpm-hmmm. Good man. 

Can I get any better ones that you think of. Fra talked to nobody but Russell 
about It. . now Fre got to be sure that the House and Senate don't mess with 
them mid that Fva ga< to have someone who can work with the Justice, the 
A d m i n istration and with Hoover and that has been interested in it. . so it is 
kind of like the anther of a resolution. I really, just between us. 1 don't 
want Eastland, .so that's why 2 got Russell. 

On tbs Rep ubl i c a n member. I’d have to consult with . « the House. . you know 
you consult with Halls ek. 

Well that* e on you r appointments up there. . but this is going te be appointed 
by the President. 

Oh, you’re going to appoint it. 

Yea. 

WelL what de we do up here? 

Well, you give me advice. Fm Juet making you do you think there's anybody 
better that 2 could get? 

Ko. No. 

Do you know of aa abler or better, .or mors patriotic fellow than, .a 
Repub lic a n that would suit this mission, .if you wars President, than Ford? 

No. He’s top* flight man. And who would rise to the consciousness of 
resp onsib ili t y, toe .. 

And, Boggs. You'd feel all right, too about him? 
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YM. . . yes. 

Anbedy shown more interact in it. . ? 

Ht* s a good men. . those in two good mm . 

All fight. . . now what do you. . don't yon think. . . ooo Ijust wont to m*k* a 
Mr. Rayburn out of you. . . DUk Russell and John Coops r. 

Yos, Coops r. .Dick Russell, too. Of courss Coops r is • strong m»r. . 

Now who doesn't natch like Me Cloy ? 

Lot ms sos. . .of sourss you’d haws Coops r and Russell, mors or lsss from 
ths South. 

WaU, Coopsr is a border stats. . . Russell would bs ths South. Boggs would 
bs ths south. 

You wouldn’t have any. . rsally from ths North? 

Got Me Cloy. . got Dullss 

Yeah. .1 moan on ths legislative level? 

No. .No. . .No. I have Coopsr border stats, Ford from Michigan and thsy 
consider that pretty Nerth. .but Td have fhs Chief from California and 
McCley from New 3 ork, Dullss fs> m New York. . 

You 1 re ths one to make ths decision. . 

Yes, but Pm ..1 just went to get ths best of them. . but Vm going to make It. . 
do you knew anything about Me Cloy yourself? 

Not myaslf. No. 

My impression is very good of Mm. 

L .. everything Tvs heard about him. .has been very favorable. . about the man 
personally. 

Now Z told ths Chief that E* stlaad had premised me in the Senate that 
he wouldn’t go on. .that Td talked to you about it in the House. .1 don't want 
to appoint a commission if they’re going to start a whole bunch of 
investigstioas. . so. . 

Wsll as far as ths House is concerned I’ll do anything Z can to stop 
investigations. 

Z know it. Wall. I think we ought to. Seme fellow will be testifying. . corning 
up from Dallas, .add X t h i nk Khrueehev p|»">d this whole jMng and he got 
our President assassinated. . then thUvieton saying that Assistant Chief said 
today that he believes Khruschev did se end se. . . you can see what that'll lead 
us to right quick. 
iwnqqfl r 

Whs said that? 

Nobody said It. .but if they do, you know. 

When are you going to make the appelntmnds? 

Just as quick as I can talk to them and get an fitecutive Order drafted . . so 
forth. P d bette r get on with U..Z just thought I’d better talkd/to you before 
I did it, my friend. You think it is ell right? 

The theory of the commission is absolutely coerect. . . I know nothing on the 
legislative level, .yon see the only thought was. .ea the legislative level 
with Russell, Cooper and Boggs. ..three from the South.. 

No. . . Coops r is not a Southerner. . and Boggs is not of a. . . 

Na. . . I agree with you on that. 
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LBJ Beggs hao been kind of authoring the reeeintlost, yeu know. He's been wantin* 
to Investigate ift over than. 

JMc Who? Boggs? 

LBJ Too. He mod* a ^ each about it today. 

JMc Wall, ho vti just answe ring so ms questions. 

LBJ Yes, hut ho* o been getting. . hs's bosa oa television thrss or four times 

about . .tbsrs ought to bo a Congressional invsstif ation. 

JMc Wail, I havon't heard of It. . If 1 had. £4 spoken to him. . .toned him down. . 

LBJ But. Cooper is considered pretty liberal fellow, you know. 

JMc The re* s no question about that 

LBJ And Ford is from the North. . . and Cooper ie from a bordtr stats, .and you've 
got two Souths rasrs. .but you're get two Northerners, .that are civilians. . 
you see what I mean, to offset thsm 

JMe Yes, I'm not. , .1 wasn't undertaking to argue with you. . .1 wouldn't do that 

under any eircuns tanees... 

LBJ Well, 1 should want you to if you disagree with me. . . Just tell me. 

JMc But. . . you ceuldn't here bsttsr men. . . but I was just thinking of the 

g so graphical location on the lsgislatire levsl and that ie something . . .1 just 
simply called to your conscious irrfnd for you to consider, .but you would have 
. . . Coo par. . Kentucky up north is considered South. .1 agree it is a border 
s tats . . . 

LBJ Wall you see from the public. .1 wouldn't have any Southerner. . 

JMc What's that? 

LBJ There are three men that are appointed to represent the public and none of 
them are Southerners. . 

JMe No, that is true. Listen, yon go ahead. . 

LBJ Well, you take care of the Bonae of Representative* for ms. 

JMc Wall, how am I going to take cere of 

LBJ Wall, just keep them from Inves t! gating . . 

JMc WelL oh that. I've been doing it. . new listen, outside, I had Otto Pass 

in hers doing some state work sad 1 wont to call him in and would like for you 
to sey hello to him. . 

LBJ You betcha. I've got e pack them bastards waiting oa me. . since 4 : 45 . ♦ .but 

put him on. . 

JMc Mr. President, Here's Otto. 1 was having a conference with him when you 

called me end he's in the outer office. 

LBJ Well that's fin*. Pd like to say hello to him 

JMb Wait a minute, Xr. Prosideat. 

Otto Mr. President, how are you? Oed bless you. .and remember that I will 

cooperate in every way that 2 possibly can and anytime that I can help. . 

LBJ Well, 2 wished 2 eeuld trade jefes with you. . Otto. . 

Otto Well I know that you do. . but remember that my prayers ere with you and 2 

shall do anything within my power. . .Pm not going to mako it any harder than 
2 have to. .and 2 was in hare conferring with our great Speaker a little * lie 
ago about foreign aid. .it is not going to bs an easy thing, .but if and when. . 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH. 
SPEAKER McCCRMACK NOVEMB ER 29, 1963 4 :bj P» m / 

President Johnson told Mr. McCormack that he had planned to 
have the following on the Presidential Commission: the Chief 
Justice, John McCloy, Allen Dulles, Richard Russell, Senator 
Cooper, Hale Boggs, and Congressman Ford. 

Speaker McCormack approved of all of the men selected. 

Spekher McCormack then asked the President to 3 peak to 
Congressman Ctto Passman who was in the office. 

Congressman Passman: -'Mr . President , how are you? God 

bless you and remember that I will cooperate in every way that I 
possibly can and any time that I can help. . .1 shall do anything 
within my power . • , . " 

President Johnson and Congressman Passman then discussed the 
Foreign Aid bill. 
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Otto, nauafatr this. . natsdttr this, .this U just between y*u sad ms. .2 
don't wont yen to repeat it to anyone. .but yodv* been my friend sad sns tM"g 
Tts found oat sloes Pts been down her*. .1 b my relation* with 110 sthsr 
nstlOBS. . shoot slX Prs got Is £s reign sld bill to dssl with them with. . and w*‘v« 
got more d s nwvsd problems then you sror ssw. I just finished tslking to 
the Chairmen o/ th* AXC snd h* said th* only so# knew this was Kennedy snd 
Pm th* only ons that knows it now sad when he walked out. .1 wished I hadn't, 
known it. . 

I know what you mean. . 

But. .you cam. we're spending over a hundred billion this year, .the Budget 
is being made and coming up the 15th and the only thing I've get is a little 
checkbook of 3*1/2 • 4 billion dollars, .just whatever you give me . . end 
you'll cut it some but you've already worked on it. . and that's the only thing 
Pve got is 110 nations. . now give me a year and PU try to sit down with you 
and taka your recommendations and try to make the dean* up over there in 
any way that I can doJi. I'm practical. . . I can't do it the first month but 
. . cause they'd say that the South is destroying everything, .but Til get my 
teeth into that and try to dean that agency up where It will smell better to 
you but please go home and say your prayers and say now. ..Pm the banker 
and I can 1st Johnson have $400 a month or I can let him have $300 but Pm 
. . . that 4 s all Pm going to have, .in foreign aid. That is the only way I can 
deal with the world and whatever you cut it to. . it is going to cause me trouble 
cause Kennedy is not her* and Pm new and when Z have to cut them back. . 
they 4 re going to say, well hell, last year they did this, .and this is what he 
did to ms. .Pm going to do everything I ha manly can but you do it too. 

Could 1 say ons thing? Before wo get off th* line, Ur. President? 

Ye* sir. 

And this will be worthehile at the proper time. As I told our great Speaker 
here. .1 thi n k in 17 years Pve asked on* President to see me for 15 minutes 
. .1 don't fool with people when they're busy. If and whan you want to discuss 
this with me. .2*11 come ru nn i ng with our beieved Speaker. . 

Will do it. 2 want to that . . PU tell you right new. If you want to do it with 
ms. . we'll just do it and as soon as X can move in this placs, we'll just sit 
dawn and ms and you and John will talk about It. 

Let ms. .let ms do it with my Speaker because he's always been so helpful 
to me but I want to say this before wo get off th* line and I think this brill be 
something you'll be churning over because when I terns, Fll be factual. 

Last year, X guess maybe I was jumped on by more people and criticised mori 
by catting foreign aid a bi ll i on dollars than any other time since 1 handled th* 
bill. . . but . . .they cam* back this year and said, yes, you took out a billion 
. . .but you still gave us a half a billion dollars mere than w* need, .and or*' re 
going pa to lose most of it, . so* tfaoee are some things PU have to talk to 
you about. . and 1 told the Speaker, X said these people don't know what they 
want. . what they need. . .they just are full of bull. . and they never pin it down. . 
but I will say this.. there's a half a billies dollars . .almost a half.. 578 million 
dean, unobligated funds that we' re going to give most of it up. . Pve talked to 
the Speaker and 1 have arranged to tell these people how to keep e half a billion 
dollars. . . of unobligated. . . .and at the proper time, when you want to talk 
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Gent d 


to m© about this* PH msm roaalng cad Z will lua or«r backwards, M?, 
President, to help jm. cad my Speaker. 


LBJ 


Thank you my friend, 1*11 bo calling ysu. 




Otto 


Thank you. 




LBJ 


I appreciate It. . if you want to coma in. . Z wa 
sk Invito tha Speaker or anybody alee you wa 


int you to came and you just 
mi to coma with you. 


Otto 


When yeu are ready, Mr. President* cauee you have a. . . . let. . when you 
are ready, you tell the Speaker, .and Z want him with ue because he knows 
that my word if my brad. • 


LBJ 


Cod blees you. Thank you Otto. 




Otto 


Bye 
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Date: September 16, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Speaker 

McCormack, 11/29/63, 4:55 p.m. 



While working on preservation of the dictab 

staff observed the following inaccuracy in the tra P 



On page 2, the transcript reads: 

LBJ: "Now who doesn't much like McCloy. 



The archives staff heard: 

LBJ: "Now Hoover doesn't much like McCloy? 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 
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